
Châirman,s Drâtt principles
t1 July 2010
PÀ{ ù{ecting

Gurdcd à1 thc purposes and pdnciples enshrined in the Charter ofthe United
Nations, and reaffirmiûg its respecl for and conlmilment to international lalv;

Àaaogritlrg that anns control, disarmament and non-proliferalion arc essential for thlr
maintenance of intemational peace and security;

ReaJ|itming the hhetent right of all Stâtes to individual or collective self-delence in
aooordance lvlth Afiiclc 5l ofthe United NÈtions Chader;

Reil?ralirg lhe general prohibilion against the use offorce and the principlcs ofthe
peaceliLl setllement ofdisputes and non intcrference in the internal affairs ofStates, as

embodied by Aflicle 2 ofthe United Nations Charter:

Recdlltrg the commitment to the principles ofpolitical independence, sovereign equality,
selÊdetennination ând territorial integrity ol all States, and acknowledgiùg that peace and
security, developùent and human rights are the foundations lor collective securit);

Acknovletiging the right ofali States to manulacture, impofl, export, transfer aûd retain
conventioùal alms f-or selfdefence and security needs and ]n order to participate ir] peace

support opefatioûs;

-Recrgr?irirg the right of Slales lo regularË intcrniil transfers of arms and n.ltional
oùnership, incLLrding lhrough nationâl constilutional protections on private ownership,
exclusively u,ithin their lenitory;

,Recalllng the obligatioDs ofall States to liLlly comply rvith United Nations SecuLit)
Council arns embargocs and other decisions in accordance with thc United Nations
Chartcr:

Reat'finning their respecl lor international law, iùcluding international human rights Law

and international humanitarian 1aw, aùd the righls and Èsponsibilities ofcvery State

under the United Nations Chartcr;

Taking nate al relevàrl.l initiatives, undertaker àt the inlenâtionirl, regional and sub-
reglonal levels between Statcs, incLuding those of the United Nations;

Ac knou,ledging the gtowing internationai support ûcross all regions for concluding a
legally-binding instnunerrl negotiated on a non-discriminatory, tûûsparcût aûd
multllatcral basis, to establish the highest possible common international standards for the
impoft, export and transfer olconventional arms;

Recrtririrg lhat the absence ofcommonly agrced intemational standards 1'or the transler
ofconventional arms and thcir diversion to the illicit markct are contributorv fâctors to



armed conflict. thc dispLacemcnt ofpcople, olgalized crime and terrorism, thereby
undelmini]]g peace, reconciliatioù, safer), security, stability and sustainable social and
economlc development;

Mindful oflhe \eed lo prevent the diversion of corveùtional al.Il1s from the lcgal into the
illicit market;

ReajJùning the need to prevent, conbat and eradicate ûe illicit trade of conventional
arms, iLrcluding small arms and light rveapons;

-Recognising the need to incorporale and codify existing best pmctices and to encourage

Statcs to edopt the highesl possjble national standards on the import, exporl, and ttansfer
ofconventional ms:

À-mprdriring thùt the ATT should sene as a conlLdence builcling measllre that enl]ances
transpafenov in the conventional arms trade, and should nol negatively impact regional
stabilitl and security or u,ork !o prevent or hinder legitimate economic or commetcial
interests;

Re..rg, i.J lrg th c p rimary responsibility o f States in trade ancl translèr of convcntional
ârms and the respective responsibilitics ofexporters and imlor-lers;

Recifrrting l11al lhe lranslèr ofconvcûtional arms, including small arms and lighl
\.ïeapons, must be expressly authorized by competeùt govenxnent authorities as well as a

clcar prohibition oftransfers to unaulhorized non-State actors;

-Rccogririrg rhat the impLeù1enlation ofthe ATT is primarily a matter of national
-e.pun. ibi i,y:


